
Mantua Township Fire District #1 

Board of Fire Commissioners 

Minutes of Work Session Meeting 

September 5, 2019 

 

Chairman K. Howarth called the Meeting to order pursuant to the Open Public Meetings 

Act. 

 

Commissioners and Attendees Saluted the Flag 

 

Roll Call: 

 

In Attendance were: Chairman K. Howarth, Commissioner C. Jones, Commissioner J. 

Hauss, Commissioner N. Vacarino, Commissioner L. Campbell and Chief/Administrator 

and Recording Secretary, Brian Hauss. 

 

Consideration of Minutes from Previous Work Session: 

 

A Motion was made by Commissioner L. Campbell to approve the Minutes from the 

previous Work Session Meeting. Second by Commissioner J. Hauss, motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Resolutions, Bids: 

 

Chief B. Hauss read bids for the purchase of a new Shed to be placed on the Mercer 

Property after the agreement is signed to utilize the rear property. 

 

Chief B. Hauss presented three quotes for sheds: 

Riverview Outdoor - $4,088.00 

Barnco - $5,218.00 

Springville - $5,799.00  

 

There was in depth discussion about the types of sheds and due to the large difference in 

prices, the commissioners agreed to table the topic until next meeting until the chief 

could get a better understanding of the types and quality of the products. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 

Commissioner J. Hauss was absent and Chief B. Hauss presented the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

Chief B. Hauss stated that there were 24 purchase orders totaling $49,464.94 and the 

purchases over $1,000.00 were for $1,282.70 to Radio Communications for Radio 

Equipment, $2,508.00 to Independent Association of Mantua Firefighters for 

reimbursement for FDIC Training in 2020 and $1,640.00 to Atlantic City Electric.  The 

payments to payroll were for $11,564.18, $10,682.67 and $10,792.61 on August 19th, 

August 27th and September 3rd respectively.  



A Motion was made by Commissioner C. Jones to accept the Treasurer’s Report and pay 

the bills ($49,464.94).  Second by Commissioner J. Hauss, motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Solicitors Report: 

Chief B. Hauss read the statute provided by the Solicitor regarding the purchase of 

Equipment, Apparatus or buildings with Cash.  The Statute NJSA 40A:14-84b states that 

Fire Commissions that hold their annual election during the general election and want to 

make a purchase with cash, may vote to make a purchase with a resolution only with 2/3 

vote of the membership with 10 days’ notice in five public meetings.   

 

Chief B. Hauss then reminded the commissioners of the process of how they will be 

elected in the upcoming general elections.   

 

Commissioner N. Vacarino then spoke about the conversation that he had with the 

solicitor regarding the sale of the property at 721 Main Street.  The solicitor stated that 

the property can be sold above the appraised price and spoke about the law regarding 

advertising the sale of the property. 

  

New Business: 

 

No new business 

 

Old Business: 

 

Chairman K. Howarth asked about the purchase of a new maintenance vehicle.  Chief B. 

Hauss stated that the board can hold a resolution to make the purchase in the 2020 budget 

at the next public meeting if there is an agreed upon price.  Chief B. Hauss stated that 

there should be a cap of $45,000.00. 

 

Commissioner C. Jones motioned to move forward with a resolution to purchase a new 

maintenance vehicle with a price not to exceed $45,000.00.  Second by Commissioner L. 

Campbell, motion passed unanimously.   

 

Open to Public: 

 

Commissioner L. Campbell motioned to open the Meeting to the Public.  Second by 

Commissioner C. Jones, motion passed unanimously.  

 

Mr. Robert Mesmer of 308 Breakneck Road was present and questioned the 

commissioners regarding their intent on the sale of the property at 721 Main Street.  

Commissioner N. Vacarino spoke in depth with Mr. Mesmer regarding the Fire District’s 

intent of sale.  Commissioner N. Vacarino advised Mr. Mesmer that the District would 

likely require advertisement and a sealed bid for the purchase of the property with a 

starting bid at the assessed value of the property.  Mr. Mesmer provided the 

commissioners with researched options on purchasing government owned property, citing 



a lease to purchase option as a viable option to avoid the bid procedure.  Commissioner 

N. Vacarino informed Mr. Mesmer that the commissioners have not even spoke in depth 

on the topic and requested that a resolution for the next meeting for a closed session to 

speak further about the District’s future plans with the property.  Mr. Mesmer stated that 

he is a serious buyer and is very interested in purchasing the property to use as 

headquarters for his business.   

 

There being no further comments from the public a motion was made by Commissioner 

L. Campbell to close the public portion of the meeting.  Second by Commissioner C. 

Jones, motion passed unanimously.   

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

 

Commissioner L. Campbell made a motion to adjourn, second by Commissioner C. 

Jones, motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Brian Hauss, District Chief/Administrator   


